Riders roll in for rally

William Jackson

LOCAL skaters and BMX riders
are set to protest the demolition
of the Lewis Park skate bowl at
tonight's Knox Council meeting.

Enox Mayvor Jim Penna last
week confirmed the council was
still planning to demolish the
much-loved Wantirna South
bowl once the new $850,000 fa-
cility at Gilbert Park, Knoxfield,
was completed.

A “fun day” to demonstrate
support for the old bowl last
Sunday drew an estimated 300
skateboarders, BMX riders and
their families, while an online
petition has more than 1000
signatures.

The skate and BMX communi-
ties say the old park should be
retained because it is histori-
cally significant, has a unigque
design and provides a safe, wel-
coming place for learners.

Despite repeated community
requests, the council has refused
to put the skate park issue on the
agenda for tonight's council
meeting.

This will be the last meeting
before the facility is due to be
demolished.

Cr Penna said the council
understood the concerns of those
supporting the Lewils Park fa-
cility but it would be demolished
anyway.

“For cost, maintenance and
risk management reasons, it is
council’s desire to operate and
maintain one high qualitv skate
and BMX facility,” Cr Penna
said.

He said Lewis Park bowls
maintenance costs were
£15,000-320,000 a year and it
needed $20,000-$25,000 in repairs
to bring it up to a safe standard.
It will cost about $20,000-525,000
to demolish the facility.

The skate parks users say they

retained.

Save Knox Bowl organiser Dav-
id Lalama said the Knox Council
was ignoring the area’s young
people and had done so for

were never asked whether they Skatersand EMX riders rally
wanted the Lewis Park facility to save the skate bowlat
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South.



